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Since sustainable development emerged as a concept in the early
1980s, its focus has been on global environmental issues. Initially,
cities and urbanization received less attention from the sustainable
development movement. Then, in the early 1990s, the Istanbul
Declaration on Human Settlements placed particular emphasis on the
importance of sustainability within the urban context. Since that time,
the international community has come to recognize the sort of
problems experienced in urban areas and the need to find solutions to
achieve sustainable urban development. The pressures of urban
growth, leading to the absence of affordable housing, the lack of green
and open areas, and severe employment and transportation problems,
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have made it difficult to contemplate how the principles of
sustainability might be adopted in large metropolitan areas. In Greater
Cairo, a chaotic urban context has existed for over 35 years; the urban
government handles urban growth management as piecemeal
solutions. The absence of any long-term vision for urban growth and
urban policies integration has always been the case in the Egyptian
urban planning process formula. This chaotic situation has generated
complex urban problems, manifested in the form of vast urban growth
on agricultural land, daily commuting to the inner city, increased rate
of private automobile dependency, and increased rate of air and water
pollution. The socio-economic and environmental aspects of
integration have been neglected although there is an urgent need for
such an approach in chaotic Cairo. This research focuses on providing
the main requirements for achieving sustainable urban development in
the case of chaotic Cairo, which is experiencing rapid metropolitan
growth, by the construction of a conceptual framework in the Greater
Cairo Metropolitan.
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