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Abstract

Building laws are considered to be a powerful tool for
controlling urban development and directing construction
work. Therefore, a large number laws were enacted, with the
aim of providing a safe, stable and healthy urban environment
with elements of public utility that are sufficient to serve the
individual as well as the society. These laws underwent
revisions or amendments several times, the most recent of
which was the issuance of Consolidated Building Law 119 in
the year 2008.
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The author of this research has documented the presence of
some building with excessive heights that conforms to current
laws. Such heights are typically double the heights of
comparable building present in the same street and has similar
urban conditions and specifications. Further research into the
conditions of these buildings showed that a clause in the
current law was used to accomplish individual economical
benefits at the expense of public interest.

Therefore, this research focuses on a gap in the current
building laws by examining several elements, including, a
historical background of the development and evolution of
building codes in Egypt, a review of the regulations that
governs building heights as described in consecutive building
laws for a building that face two streets of different widths,
the conduct of field studies to implement legal rules on the
ground and analytical studies to investigate the adverse
effects for applying the defective legal rule followed by
general results and recommendations.
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